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The opening of the Xiqu Centre has provided invaluable experience for us
to learn and gain experience as we prepare for the launch of more world
class arts and cultural facilities that will come on stream and be put into
operation over the next few years.

Moving forward, we are expecting another new chapter with transformation
and enhancement of West Kowloon Cultural District (the District) in the
years ahead with the opening of the M+, one of the largest museums of
modern and contemporary visual culture in the world. All of our teams are
now working at full pitch towards the delivery of this world class museum,
which will earn Hong Kong acclaim worldwide. Adding to the District in
the years ahead will be the Hong Kong Palace Museum (HKPM), the Lync
Theatre Complex (LTC), and the ACE (Art, Commerce and Exhibitions)
project, together with the provision of more food and beverage offerings
along the scenic waterfront in the heart of the city. All of these will shape the
District to become an increasingly vibrant place for arts and culture lovers,
visitors and the public generally to enjoy and relax. West Kowloon is quickly
becoming a renowned international destination for the arts, education and
entertainment.

Of course, there are myriad challenges ahead. West Kowloon Cultural
District Authority (WKCDA or the Authority) is making every effort to explore
and broaden its sources of revenue, through a variety of business initiatives
including the newly set-up West Kowloon Cultural District Foundation
Limited, which is responsible for fundraising. Another exciting new area
of work will become increasingly important as we take it forward, is the
Hotel/Office/Residential (HOR) projects. WKCDA must continue to exercise
prudent and stringent budget control during project delivery and talents
recruitment to support sustainable growth and future operation.

WKCDA will continue to enrich Hong Kong by building the audience,
nurturing local talent and promoting the sustainable development of the
city's cultural and creative industries through organising a wide range of
quality arts and cultural programmes and broadening cultural exchange
between Hong Kong and other parts of the world, as well as collaborating
with arts groups, educational institutions and local communities.

WKCDA is committed to making the District a place for people of all ages
and backgrounds and we are encouraged to see their active participation
in our arts and cultural programmes, exhibitions and activities. The
Authority receives ongoing feedback and insights from the public, as well
as members of the Legislative Council and District Councils, the arts and
cultural communities and other stakeholders. We treasure them all and will
continue to engage and connect with them as we move forward in the years
ahead. We gratefully acknowledge the continued staunch support of the
HKSAR Government, which has empowered us to move the project forward
firmly and positively.

The Authority is confident in the development of the West Kowloon
Cultural District and remain focused on the delivery of world class venues,
facilities and programmes, which will take Hong Kong's arts and culture
development to new heights.
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