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As | write, the world is a very different place from 12 months ago. Economies
and businesses have been rocked, social norms upended, the daily
routine of the entire world reshaped. The arts and culture industry, which
is so dependent on audience engagement and sharing, has experienced
especially tough times. At the West Kowloon Cultural District Authority
(WKCDA or the Authority), we have had to deal with the new reality of social
distancing, venue closures and show rescheduling caused by social events
and the COVID-19 pandemic. Inevitably, there has been an impact on our
operations and programmes.

But WKCDA has been fortunate in having highly competent and committed
teams who have risen to the challenges of the year. Their exceptional
efforts have enabled us to reach a number of significant milestones during
this rather unsettling year.

One of the biggest milestones was the launch of Freespace in mid-2019,
our superb new performing arts venue, bringing Hong Kong a new platform
for exploration and experimentation in the arts. The launch of Freespace
coincided perfectly with the fully opened Art Park, which has proved to be
extremely popular as a green ‘breathing space’ where visitors can relax and
interact with arts and culture in the open air. The two venues have created
a unique indoor-outdoor arts environment for those looking to immerse
themselves in the exciting world of contemporary performing arts.
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Not far away, M+ has emerged as a stunning landmark on the waterfront
in the West Kowloon Cultural District (the District). We are excited to be
counting down to the opening of this, one of the largest contemporary
visual culture museums in the world. Apart from being a new architectural
icon for Hong Kong, M+ is set to transform the city’s cultural landscape as
an innovative museum and a welcoming space for art-lovers. Over the year,
the M+ team has remained very focused on the preparations for opening
the museum through activities that engaged with the local community and
international partners alike. There have been continued additions to its
precious collections, with outstanding items such as the Archigram Archive
that will establish M+ as a major world-class museum of visual culture when
it opens its door to the public next year.
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The District represents a major investment in the future of Hong Kong,
and increasingly will provide many opportunities for our local arts
and culture communities to expand and develop. The intangible social
benefits it is bringing to our city are substantial and will flourish as
more venues come on stream.
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The Hong Kong Palace Museum has begun planning its pre-opening
public engagement programmes, revealing some of the new curatorial
approaches that will establish it as a world-leading museum of Chinese art
and culture when it opens in mid-2022. Elsewhere, construction work has
continued steadily on the Lyric Theatre Complex, which will showcase the
best of Hong Kong and international dance and theatre.

The Xiqu Centre, in its first full year of operations, delivered an extensive
and varied array of both classic and boundary-pushing programmes. The
enthusiastic audiences it attracted show its positive influence in preserving
the wonderful heritage of xiqu, while helping to expand awareness of this
unique art form among people of all ages.

The pandemic has shown us that arts and culture are essential parts of
people's daily lives. What's more, arts and cultural projects contribute
significantly to economic development, especially in the areas of the
creative industries and tourism. It is vital, therefore, that we continue to work
to establish the District as a place for everyone. The District represents a
major investment in the future of Hong Kong, and increasingly will provide
many opportunities for our local arts and culture communities to expand
and develop. The intangible social benefits it is bringing to our city are
substantial and will flourish as more venues come on stream.
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Nevertheless, we face economic challenges, especially as more venues
come into operation and more programmes are offered in the next year
or two. The vital next step is to ensure the long-term sustainability of the
District. We took a major step towards achieving this with the funding
approved by the Legislative Council in March 2020 for the works of the
Integrated Basement (IB), and the execution of the Land Grant in April, which
mean we can now forge ahead with the commercial development of Hotel/
Office/Residential buildings on top of the IB. These buildings will deliver an
important source of recurrent income for the Authority.

We are continuing to work with financial advisors and the Government to
identify the best means to sustain operations in the District. | would like to
thank the Government, my fellow WKCDA Board Members, the members
of the Committees, the Subsidiaries and the Consultation Panel and other
Panels, for the valuable support they have provided over the past year. My
special gratitude goes out to the entire WKCDA team, who have worked
tirelessly through these extremely tough times.

We remain on course to achieve our ambitious goals which are designed to
support Hong Kong, enrich its people, and make our city a beacon of arts
and culture innovation in Asia. To do this, the District will continue nurturing
and supporting arts and culture in Hong Kong and beyond, in line with our
core mission ‘Bringing arts to people and people to arts'".

Henry TANG Ying-yen, GBM, GBS, JP

B, KERENE, GBS, JP

Chairman of the Board of the West Kowloon Cultural District Authority
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