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The National 14th Five-Year Plan includes a
dedicated chapter on supporting the development
of Hong Kong into a hub for arts and cultural
exchanges between China and the rest of the
world. West Kowloon can certainly contribute to
this. It is able to offer visitors an arts and cultural
journey with a holistic experience, and is set
to create multiple synergies with regional and
international arts and culture partners.
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Over the past year, the pandemic has become a part of our lives here in
Hong Kong and around the world. Under the 'new normal’ as redefined
by the pandemic, the Authority has stood in solidarity with the arts and
cultural communities. In a time of adversity, when venues were closed and
programmes cancelled, we worked together with our partners to make
essential changes and engage audiences through various online platforms.
The result was a triple-win situation for the industry, the public and West
Kowloon, one that saw Hong Kong's ‘self-strengthening’ spirit brought into
full play.

As the Xiqu Centre, Freespace, the Art Park, the Waterfront Promenade and
the Arts Pavilion have all entered operation, the District has gradually taken
on a distinct shape. Our society is certainly gaining much from the tangible
and intangible benefits we have created for the community. Whenever | see
visitors to the District and their families and friends immersing themselves,
some together with their lovable pets, in the District's arts and cultural
facilities, watching the sunset and sharing the photos online that captured
the invaluable memories, | am absolutely convinced that our efforts to
develop the West Kowloon project have not been in vain.
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Hong Kong is soon to welcome the completion of two world-class
museums in the District. M+ will open at the end of this year as the first
global museum of contemporary visual culture in Asia. HKPM, expected
to open in the middle of next year, will promote the understanding and
appreciation of Chinese art and culture from a Hong Kong perspective and
with a global vision. Another top performing arts venue, LTC is expected
to be completed in 2024. The Authority is confident that these new world-
class arts and cultural landmarks will greatly enhance the brand equity of
the District, further boost its reputation and raise public awareness. They
will not only provide fresh and unique experiences for arts and culture
lovers, but also make the District a must-visit destination for local, regional
and international visitors.

The District enjoys superb views across Victoria Harbour with only a short
walk from the High Speed Rail Hong Kong West Kowloon Station and the
Airport Express Kowloon Station. The District is thus well-positioned to
take on the role of an arts and cultural hub under the Culture and Tourism
Development Plan for the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area
(GBA), and we are ready to promote arts and culture and tourism to other
GBA cities. In addition, the 'Outline of the 14th Five-Year Plan for National
Economic and Social Development of the People's Republic of China and
the Long-Range Objectives Through the Year 2035’ supports Hong Kong
to develop into a hub for arts and cultural exchanges between China and
the rest of the world. West Kowloon can certainly contribute to this. It is able
to offer visitors an arts and cultural journey with a holistic experience, and
is set to create multiple synergies with regional and international arts and
culture partners. These opportunities will help drive footfall and generate
business growth contributing to the District's future development.

All developments emphasise the importance of the ‘3 Rs' — ‘the right time,
the right place, and the right people'. In the post-pandemic period, M+ and
HKPM will provide the public and tourists with a new experience, creating a
'right time’ opportunity for the District to expand its income and generate
new business. However, our financial challenges remain, as our operating
expenses will increase as the District grows. It is therefore imperative that
we tap into the ‘right place’ we have — by maximising the brand equity of
the District and its world-class arts and cultural assets and forging ahead
with the commercial development of the Hotel/Office/Residential (HOR)
projects on top of the Integrated Basement (IB). These projects will deliver
an important source of recurrent income that will make the District's
operations and development sustainable in the long run. As for the right
people’, | must thank the HKSAR Government, my fellow Board Members,
the members of the Committees, the Subsidiaries, the Consultation
Panel and other Panels, for their valuable time, and for the opinions and
suggestions they have provided. | would also like to thank the WKCDA team,
including all our front-line and behind-the-scenes staff, who have risen to
the challenges of a very tough year.
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The West Kowloon project represents a long-term investment of Hong BAARBRAEEBA > TEEB—ERENRE  HBEW
Kong, and the District is a place owned by everyone living in the city. The D RERBEBEEA —EBESERNTERRER LR
primary objective behind its development was, and remains, to develop T BEEBEMN L RABPRNRRAEE - RERR » &R
Hong Kong into a world-class international arts and cultural metropolis, BHERREEETEA  BAEARENERIASKRES
and to connect Hong Kong's arts and culture communities with their —(EFFREENNERLE -

international counterparts. As we move ahead, with the continued support
of all sectors of our society, we are confident that the District is ready to
scale new heights and establish itself as one of the best and most vibrant
arts and cultural districts in the world.

Henry TANG Ying-yen, GBM, GBS, JP

A, KEFIEHE, GBS, JP

Chairman of the Board of the West Kowloon Cultural District Authority
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